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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 7TH INFANTRY (ZRD INFANTRY DIVISIOH]
TEE- CROSSING OF THE VOLTURNO RIVER
7«15 OCTOBER 1943

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operatiomns of the Tth Infantry,

3rd Us S. Infantry Division for the periecd Tel5 October 1943
in the Haplas.Foggia Campaipgn in Italy., It includes the
preperations for fhe erossing of the Volturno River 7-12 October
1943, the river orossing and the reorgsnization of the regiment to
continue the advance to the north 13-15 October 1943,

, This orossing of the Volturno River was to open the second
phase of the Allied'campaign in Itely. Pive weeks eariier the
American Fifth Army hed lended on the besches of the Galf of

8slerno, After s bitterly contested landing the German forces,
ander pressure from the Fifth Army, had begun an orderly withe
drawael up the peninsuls. Advancing up from the toe of the
Italian veninsuls the British 8th Army had joined t he Fifﬁh Army
esst of Salerno to méke 8 s0lid front across the width of the
peninsula, The enemy withdrawal continued until, by 7 October
1943, German fcrees-reached the Voltarno River valléy_on the
Tyrrhenian side and the moﬁth of the Biferno River on the
Adristic side of the peninsunla, (1) Along_this-line the
Germans clesrly intended to make & stubborn stand erd te delay,
1f not stop, the northwerd edvence of theVAllied forces. (2)

The Pifth Army at this time was composed of the British
10tk Corps and the U, Ss VI Corpe. After the Salerno besche
head had been seoured the British 10th Corps hsd operated

‘along the cosstal plains of the Tyrrhenian Sea while the Us Se

(1) Ae2, pe 1; (2) A2, p. 2. o
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VI Corps hed opsrated inland slong the fringes of the central
mountaln ranges On 7 October 1943 Fifth Army had resched and
wes holding the south bank of the Volturnmo River from its
Junction with the Calore River to the Sea., The British 10th
Corps.héld the river line from the mouth of the river on the
‘Tyrrhenian Sea to the Triflisco Gap. The U, 8, VI Corps held
the river line north from Trifliseo Gap to the junctien of the
Volturno and Calore Rivers,

On vlﬂcteber 1943 VI Corps was ordered to force & erossing
of the Volturno River on the night ef 9«10 October in the
vicinity of Triflisco, and to continue the attack along the high
. groaund neqthwest of Triflisco toward the town of Tesno, (3)

For the task of carrying out this mission VI Corps had three
battle tested diviaions; the 3rd Infantryrbivision commanded
by ¥ajor General Lucian XK. Truseott Jr., the 34th Infantry
Division and the 45th Infantry Division, |

On 8 October 1943 VI Corpa issu@d orders fo the 3rd
Divislion to force & orossing at Triflisco Gap and attack_narth
toward Teano. (4) On this date the 5§d Division composed of
the 7th, 1b6th =nd 30th Infantry R,G.Ts wag holding the scuth
bank of the river from Triflisco Gap ﬁo the Calore River junction;
8 total of fifteen miles in length. The 15th Infentry held the
left half of the sestor from Triflisco to and inclading Mount
Castellons, The 30th Infantry held the right half of the 11n§
to the rivers_jdnetion. The 7th Infentry wss in & concesaled
bivonae two miles north of Ceserta, |

At the seme time that the 3rd Division received orders
to oross the Volturno, VI Corps also issued orders to the 34th

Division to force a crossing on the right flenk of the 3rd

(3) Ael, po 12; (&) A1, p. 16, |
| 4, | - 8f




Diviedion. (5) The 34th Diviesion was further directed to
relieve the 80th Infantry in 1ts sector at onoe and to take ever
the =2rea from the Galere«?eléurna River Jjunotion senth to the
slopes of Mount Castelloms. Tha 45th Division on the right
flenk of the Corps was ordered to scontinue its advence to the
north, to protect the right flank of the Corps end to meintain
contact with the British 8th Army on the right. (6)

- When the 30tk Infantry received word thet it was to be
relieved, it was esrly in the aftargnon of the 8th of Octeber.

Any shifting of troeps until after dark was impraotioal becanse
Germen artillery fired on apy movement in the valley., 4 series

of reinstorms hed badly flooded the lower reaches of the valley,
and turned the only road running out of the érea into an almost
impassable mass of mud, In sddition to the muﬂ; blown bridges
farther complicated the task of getting the 30th out and the
B34th Division in. At O720 on the morning of the ﬁthtﬂf
Datober, the 1t Battalion 30th Infantry‘reporte& that, with
the exoeption of & few jeeps, all of its tramsportation was
bogged down. (7} This battalion had suffered heavy casualtles
from srtillery fire during the preceding days apd the wounmded
haed to b§ moved cut on hand carried litters.

' The sems troubles of mud, biown bridges and esnemy
artillery which had so delayed@ the 30th Infantry in gotting’agt
of the position slso delayed the 34th Division in its forward
movament.' During the day of the 9th of Ontnhar'it beceme
incresasingly apparent thet more time was needed than original

plana called for.

(6) A-l, p. 16; (6} A=l, p. 16; (7) A-2, p. 1B
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‘Simce 10th Corps on the left was also baviag trouble im getting |
into position, Fifty Army postponed the crossing to the mnight
of 1215 Octobers (8) This gave the 34th Division time to
prapare and launch its attack in ecoordinetion with the 3xd
Division on its left, |

The pleén of the 3rd Plvisien for thé croasing of the river
wes to meke the main effort im the cemter with the 7th Infantrys
4 demonstration on the left flank of the Division wes to be 77
made by the lst Battalion 15th Infantry supported by 2ll of thq/"‘ ]
heavy weapons of the 30%h Infentry. On the right flank of the
Division & secondary attmck was te be made with the remaining
twe bettalions of the 16th Infantry. The demongtration on the
left flank was to begin at midnight and eontinus for the remainder | :
of the night, If the enemy showed any =igns of withdrqwing in ‘
that sector the 2nd Battalion 30th Infantry was to force a
erossing. The 7th Infentry in the center was to cross in forss

and seize the high ground two miles morth of the river. Om the

right the twe ramaining hattaliens of the 16th Infmntry were to
sttack north from Mount Oastellens sni sseure Mount Momtiselle ;
and Mount Mesarinelo, They were to then continue the advanes [..
to the north, (8}

dn hour after the demonstration on the left flank hed
begun, the Pivisien Artillery was to fire preparatery fires en _
kn;;n and suspected enemy positions on the north benk of the{ ‘- 
rivers This fire wes togcontinue antil 0155 hours at which time
the far side of the river was to be smoked for five minutes.
At 0200 hours 13 October 1943 infantry elements of the Divisiom
were to0 begin tim eresaing. (10)

(8) Ael, p. 163 (9) A=l, B 17«18; (10} Ae2, p. 1B
6 |
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GROGRAPHICAL PEATURES
‘The Velturne River, rising high in the mountains northweat

of Isernis, drsims mors then 1500 @quare miles of fertile farm
land and ateep mountsin slopes. Its inteﬁaely cultivated farm
vallay is from twe to séven.milas wide with the exqqption of
Triflisce Gap, Just above the city'of Capue. fll)"iﬁ&ﬁiiioo '///
Sap 12 8o harrow thet 16th Infeatry trocops on the sides of |
Nount Tifeta exohanged rifle fire with Germsms hidden in the
elive grovesz on the north side of the rivar,

From ites junction with the €alore River to the sea the
Volturno is from 150 to 200 fest wide in a well defined and
winding ohennels The depth of the river slomg this section
varies from 4 to 8 feet in depth. .lt this time of the year,
October, it was the rainy season and the river was close to ita
flood pesk with & heavy, swift current, |

The hille on the mouth side of the river, batween Capmna and
the Galore-Volturmo Junction, start with Mount Tifate {604 meters)
et the western end and extend north and east in a high serles of
ridges. The firat of these ridges is ¥ount Deuncie, runnimg in
a general northwesterly direction, The second ridge 18 elightly

smaller 8nd is of similar sppesrance:. The laat of these ridges

is Mount Castellone féﬂblmathrs) which graduslly flattens ount
beyond the town of Iimatolz, Monunt Tifsta and Hount Castellons
come down quite close to the river bank, but in between these A
two mountains the two center ridges draw back from the river to
form 2 small valley about & mile square,

Directly aocross from Mount Tifate & high ridge rises

sbruptly and extends in & northwesterly direction. The ares

(11) &el, ps o
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between these two‘riégaé 1s.Irifliécm Gaps Directly north of
NMount @ifata a;¢ acrogs the river 2 flat cultivated valley
from two to three miles wide runs in a northwesterly directien for i
approximately five miles at which point it terminates in a

gteep hill mess kmown es Meunt Fallamo, Aoroas the river from

Mount Teucio and Mount Oastellone an I sheped extension of this
valley i8 broken by two sharp hills knewn as Mount Montieello
gnd Mount Messarinelo; GSome two miles beyond thess twe hill
madses the velley is terminsted by Ebgnt Majgle (502 meters).

ﬁhrough this valley the Volturno River winds between
highly cunltivated fields, In the center of this aresa the river

mekes & halrpin loop to the north, The loop is nearly a mile

in lemgth, The distancs between the river chammels at its neek
' !

ig 300 yards, Thia distanee widens out te appre#inately 500 yardas
nesr thq tiﬁ of the loop, Three etreams enter tﬁis loop in

close proximity to éaeh othar, ons on each zide 2nd one on the
extreme tip.- On the south sidé of the_rivaf, at thﬁ.ioap, two
etroams coming down from Meant M fets and Mount Osstellone enter
the river; uno.jast ebove, and the ether several handred yards
below the neck of the loop.

The hills on beth gides of the river offer some cover and

esnesslment with the brush and serub trees thet eover them. |
Wk the exception of & few small dips in the gronﬁd and the i
stream beds, the vallog‘offerg no eover of any kind. Two hard. /
#nrfaced highwayas ran throagh‘yha.eentar of the #alley from
Triflisco toward the north, aighway‘#ev,'a main:routo, trave
ergtes the valley in a northoau?erly airnetian %o the town of
Caiaszo, A mtendard gsuge railrosad rans paréllel to highway

- #87 scross the vslley frem Triflisce to the northeast,

Be ap




| TER ENRMY |
" Up to the time of the Volturmo Defense the Germans had
invarisbly smployed the rivers &s an element in a defensive
position or as & delaying featurs, (12} Their tactiocs in the
withdrawal had been to fight s delsylng sction by defending
gl] key terrain features and natural obstacles. The Germsn
demolition plan consisted of destroying bridges, blowing
tress seross the rosds and demolishing the towns and villages
apon the highways where the rubble wonld be mogt ;ffeotive in
slowirg the advsenee of our forces. To asover these natural and
man made oba#anloa'self propelled guns end tanks;ware nzed -
moet efféotively; |
At most delsying points the enemy nsed small detashments

-of infantry supported by automatis weapons and one or more

#elf propelled guns of some type. Extensive uss was made of
the 50mm mortar, end in a few instances the use of the multia

rle rocket launcher (mebel Werfer) had been sncountereds

Booby traps of all types wers used to & great extent. Although

greatly feared and avoi&eﬂ'by American troeps, these dooby
treps 414 little to impede the sdvance of onr forees. Blown
treea end other réaa mbst@eles waTe generally ﬁinﬁd, snd in &
few casea concrete obstacles had been erset§d¢ |

The Volturso river line is roughly dividodlat the eity

of Oapuz into two sharply contrasting seotors, ‘Westward

~toward the sea the terrain en both sides of the river is very

flat apnd deveild of any ocover., The erea in the vieinity ef

(12) 4.8, p. 47,
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the mouth of the river is cmt mp into a canal and drainage
syastem to such an extent that it preclundes the aee of armored
vehicles in this sector. To the north of Cepua the river runs
through & hilly area with considerable underbrnsh and sornb
trees on the slopes of the ridges. (13)

In soscordance with thelir atrategic pnliey of making &
glow withdrawal, tha’intantian of the German Command st the
Volturno River was to imposs the maximum delay on the Allied
forges, To sccomplish this end the river defense was so
organized to prevent an Allied orossing. (14) 1If, however,
the river was orosmed in great strength and its valus &2 an
obstacle ceased to exist, the snemy spperently 18 not interd -
to fight to regein 1t

The key to the enemy defense lay in his main gun ares in
the sestion of hilly terrain th&f rung in & northwest direetlion
from Cspus, A4s long as fhis goun area was held & croseing in
any strength was not poesible in the flet coantry west of Capua,
Bast of this key ares the rough hilly terrain praaente& greater
aif#1culties to the defense and was subjeet to infiltratien
through the covered spprosches, (15}

After withdrawing behind the river the enémy destroyed
all bridges which had nét ﬁrevieusly been hambéﬂ out by the

4llied Air Foree, All nstural aPpreuéhes to the river were

mined and beoby trapped. German patrols remained on the south
side of the river in contact with the Allied forces bat 4id not
try to defend on the south side of the river., (16)

The Germans plan of holding the river line censiateﬂ'ofs

»

mining sll probeble oroseing sit&s; uevé;ing these approaches

{18) 4-8, p. 48; (14) A-3, p. 48; (15) A3, pi 49; (16)Ax3,pe504
| 10,
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by srtillery, sntomatisc weapen and mortar fires and setting wp
mixed connterattack forces. BSslf propelled gans and tanka'naré e
be used extensively on roving missioms in the flat aress of tge

defense xone., Machine gun positiens with supporting infantry were

organized aslong the river bank, Battle positions were organized in
depth in order to counter and sesl off any penetration in the
event orossings were effected., (17) |

To preveﬁt the orcasing of the Pifth Army the German cormander, ]
-Marsghel Kesselring, had four divisione =t his disposal. These
’di?isiens were the 26th Pamser Divisien, the 15th Panzer Grénmsdier |
Division, the Hermen Goering Division snd the 3rd Panzer Grenmsdier
DPivisions The Herman Soering Division, which direetly opposed
the eressing of the U, 8, Brd Infantry Division, was an elite
Panser Division. This German divisien had first fought in the
Tunisian campaign. Aiter pert of its persennel had been evacte
ated from North ltrioa, it hed been recenntitutoa and opposed the
Allied troops in Bieily, After the operation in 8ieily the
division had again been brought ap to strength and entered combat
during the latter stages of the 3alermo Beachhead battle,

The Hermsn Goeriﬁg Division was composed of ftwo battle
groups, The eastern battle group, known as the Mamke group, was
defending the ?a;terna River froem Triflisco Gap to & point near
the town of Csiasso, (18)

(17) A=-3, pe 58; (18} Ael, p. 8.
11
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THR PREPARATIONS FOR THE RIVER. CROSSING
When the orders for crossing the river were received by the

7th Infantry,. the regiment wag in a eonaauledrbiveuac in and
around the littls town of Centurano., The regiment had Just
completed a motor movement from Montesarchio some 30 miles fo the
southesst of Centurano., The bivounas ares was twe miles north

of Csserte on the main highway, This regiment with other units
of the 3rd Infantry Pivieion had landed in Italy during the lest
stages of the Balerme beachhead operation,

Cesnslties from enemy action in Italy had, up to this time,
been light, The rainy days and cold nights, hcwtver,-had caused
many nonebattle casualties from siakngsa¢ The combat efficlensy
of the regiment at this time wes approximately 76%, With the
exception of a few officer replacements and hmsPifal raturnees,
oenly a very small nomber of men had been reoeiveﬂ.ae replacements,
(19), |

The decision to dslay the attack until the night of 12/13
Octobsr gave the regiment sufficient time to mske.plans in
detail, In fact this was one of the few times thet ell of the
units may be said to have had ample time to make & reconnsisarce
in gatail end to formmlete plans. The maps and sair photos of the
ares were in general qnite aceurate and fairly adequate for the
needs of the various units., The anly_sﬁre method of finding the
depth of the river and seleoting sultable crossing sites was to
gend out patrols for that farpesa; Ascordingly every unit of |
the combat team uent out patrols with the mission of teating the

river for croseings and locating enemy strongpoints.

(19) Personal knowledge, self.
12,
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On the night of 10/11 October the battalion commanders of
the régimenﬁ,with selected personnel frem their battelions
and atteched units, set out on patrols to locate and establish
the finel crossing points for their anits. In sddition they
were to locate 8pitsble places for the forward assembly areas,
With the snemy guarding the north bank end sending his own
patrole ascroes the river, this task was a difficult one,
aevarél of the patrols were forced to engage in fire fights-
before they counld extricate themselves,

The 214 battalion commsnder had the most aifticnity‘onrhin
patrpl.i This petrol waé ﬁade up of & rifle plgtoon, the battalion
eompany commanders, the battalion staff and the commsnders of the
attached units, ‘

After mssembling on the forward sloépee of Hﬁnnt-castellona,
the battallion commander split the grunp into sections with ’

various missiong of recemnsissnce. While in this pesitinm the

petrol wes fired on by an enemy patrol which was some distance
above, The battalion commander sent a rifle squad to take care
of this fire and prooceeded with his organization. . Ee then took
a small group and started on his Tecommalsance, While moving
along the lower right slopes of Moant ﬁastéllone, his group was
attacked by & lﬁrger patrel and only managed to qxtrieate itself
after it had suffered several casualties, On the other side of
the hilllone of the other patrol groups had slsc been attacked
end suffered casualtiess During this pstrel the battalion loast
the F'eompany'eommnnder, the attached enginéer platoon leader

and ons other officer, in addition to seversl riflemen, |

13

@
(>t




¢ o

In spite of these difficulties the 2nd battalion commander
returned with the desired iﬁformation for the crossing, (£0)
This wes the first attempt by the regiment to make &
river crossing, (21) Considerable thought and planning was
given to the means of getting the men and equipment across the
rivers The use of enzineer aasault'bqats wee ruled out. Pirst
" bacause none were availsble in the theater in sufficient quantity
and, secondly, the swiftness of the river current:woulﬁ’have pre~
: vented their nse for more then one triﬁ_across the river., It was
finelly decided to get the troops seross the river by unsing
gnide ropes stretched from one bank to ths nth?r. (22)
The crossing sites that had been selected were.shallow
enough to sllow men to eross by wading if they had soﬁe suapport
- such as a guide rope to assist them., 4 few rnbbefﬁ§ontoons
were obtained from the engineers and several life rafts wers
" borrowed from the navy. Four DUEWs were alloted to the regiment
but did not arrive in time to be of any use. It was the intention
to vse the pontoons and life rafts to ferry smmunition and |
wespons aoross with the assanlt troops. After the asssult waves
had crossed, the rafts were to¢ be used for the resupply of
ammunition and supplies untii a bri&ge could be built, As there
were not snough standerd items to take care of the initisal
cros8ing, & major constructiern problem becsme the making of
homemade rafts. These rafts were made frcm.scrap lamber and
the tarps from the 3/4 ton trucks 'in the regiment. 4 rough
frame was made out of the lumber and the ftarps were securely
(20) A-2, p. 18, Statement Lt., Col, B. W, Duvall C,0, 2nd Bn,
7th Inf, Febs. 1947, (21) Statement Col, Shermsn Co0, 7th Inf,
8 Decs 1943, (22) Statement Col., Sherman 0,0, 7th Inf, 8 Dec. 43,

14,
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tled aroond it, making, in effect,a smell canves botiomed boat,
During tests that were made, it wes found that this makeshift
raft wWould make a useable float which would support ten men

around the sides with their egquipment kept dry in the center

of the raft, {23)
The radio éqnipment of the regiment was waterproofed

and anongh_captnred German guad sghle.waa obtained to provide
a wire link for each battalion for the width of the rivers

'_Iﬁ addltioen to ths normel attached and supporting units
from the division that nﬁrmally made up a H,G.T.,@ne company
of tenks from the 75lst Teak Battalion and one company of TDs
- from the 601st TD Battalion were attached for tho‘cressing.
Theae attached vehicles were 2ll wat&rproothd for the operation.

This waterproofing was considered necessary asg the danger of

an armored counterattack was thought to be almost cartain, and

it was not expected that a bridge of sufficient capsecity counld
be constructed until some sixteen or eighteen hours after the
initial crossings had been made, One croseing point that |
appesared suitﬁbla for thahcrcssing of tanks had been found jﬁat
to the south uf-the loop in the river, Tracks in the vieinify
of this crossing indicated that the enemy had used this point

ez a ford, Mor our tanks to use it however, it wonld be neces.
sary to break down the banks of the near side.
An initial Ffiring aree was Bund for the tanks, TDs and

cannon company weapens on the eastern slepes of Mount Leucios

{23) Btetement, Col, Sherman C, 0. 7th Inf, 8 Dec. 1943,

16«
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It was nacesaary for the Division énginears to improve thas trail
thet led to the firing positiom, Although this engirzeer work
required a good deal of time and sedreey. the trall was turned
into & usesable road with an exit to the river in ample time for
the attsack, |

One additionsl nnit was attached to the regiment at this
time, This was company C of the 84th ﬁhemiéal Battalion. This

company with its 12 4,2 mortars was to be nsed to good advantage

,1nranbsequent actions. Por this partionlar operation the chemical
company used eight mortars with 20 rommds per mortar carried with
the trangportation. The organic transportation of thie_eompany

consiasted of 2% ton trucks only. To emable this unit to cross
‘thé river at the earliest possible pppértunity it was.deemod
necessary to provide it with vehicles whioh could cress on &
small bridge; Po do this, the regiment provided the company with
eight % fon trqcks which wounld be able to croass the smellest and
probably the most quickly installed bridge that the engineers
wonld constract. (24) |

The AT Company of the regiment was to be utilized for a

namber of different missioms. The towaa weapons were Lo be
left with tke regimental trains. The company was to establish
smal]l ammunition dumps on the near bank of the river. Theae
@omps Were established so that ammunition counld be ferried acrosa

the river with the minimum of delay, keeping in mind thet bridges

eonld not be conatructed until several hours after the initial

| L o
(24) Stajement, Cepts. B. Davis, Co0, Co.C 88 Chem Bn., Feb, 1947,
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erossinga, Along With the establishmgnt of these dumps, the
company wag to furnish guldes at critical points and put up
white engineer tape to guide the 2rd dattalien te its erossing
poinf._ Peotails Wers to be furnmished to install the guide ropes
and furnish security psrties at the crossing peints, If any
personnel were &vailable &t the time, they were to assist the
battelions in carrying the rafts to the river. (85)

‘The 10th Field Artillery Battalion which normally supported
the 7Tth Infantry had one battery of the 27th Field Artillery
attached to it for this operation, This battery was from an
armored srtillery battalion end consisted of six gelf propelled
105mm‘hDW1tzers in compsarison tb the four taweﬁ guns in each
battery of the 10th Fleld Artillery Battalien,

The commander of the 10th Pield yplaced his baﬁteries in
pos;tion along the_eastern slopes of Mount Tifata and the
western glopes of Mount Lencio. Ome bettery and the attached
ﬁattery of the 27th Pield went into position to the left of higha
wey #87 and the remsining two batteries Were placed above the |

highwsy en the slopes of Mount Lencioc.

Por this operatiom the 10th Fleld sat up battery OFs and
sent lisison officers to emch of the battalions of the Tth
Infentry, It was not mandatory to furnish forward observers te-
the rifle companies (forwerd observers were not inclauded in the
T, 04 at thie time) snd the shortage of personnel did net allow

the menning of OPs sad farnishing forward cbservers at the same

time, ‘25)

(25) Personel knowledge, self, (26} Statement, Col, Davis, C.0.
10th Field Artillery Bn. Feb. 1947, _
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The plan of the 7th Infantry for the river crossing was
made with a view toward forestelling enemy armor, PFrom the
terrain study it was believed that the two lateral streams,
ruoaning into the Velturao at the loop in the river, would bs
an effective tenk obstasle for aeveral hundred ysrds. The
bettalions thersfore were sent crose on both sides of the leep,

- keeping the atresms to the left sides of the attacking nnite,
The orossings ware of neceassiiy %o be mede on & narrow front dme
to the charsster of the river and the narrow width of the fords
thet were suitsble for the use of the ssssalt troops. (£7)

The migsion of the last Battalien was to force a.orassing
of the river just below the river loop, clear the valley to the
right of the Pormieola highway and seours the high groaund &t
the morth end of'the valley;

The mission of the 3nﬂ Baﬁtalian was to foree a srossing
of the river juat sbeve the leop, clear the ;lut ground to the

right of the lst Battalion, maintein contact with the 156th
Infantry to the right snd secure the esstern helf of Moant Wajulo,
The 3rd Bettalion in regimental reserve was to follow the
gnd Béttalion_aoross the river as soon aa'ﬁossihle, then oceupy -
realtions to the left of the 2nd Battalion on the mpu of Mount
Majalos |
The attached tanks and TDs were to fire initislly from
the selected pomitions on the forwsrd slopes of Mount Leuncie,
Az soen as the lst battalion had cleared its crossing point the
tanks and TDs wers to follow seross and sapport the attmek of

the regiment frum_the far bank,

(27) 8tatement, Col, Shermsn, C.0s, 7th Inf., 8 Dec. 1943,
18,
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THR RIVER CROSSING
At 2400 hours 12 Octébér 1943 the let battalion 15th
Infantry with the heavy weapons of the 30th Infantry begam their
demonstration on the left flamk of the division. 4t 0100 hours
the divizion artillery reinforeed by one battalion of 155mm
howitzers and one battalicon of 156mm guns {long toms) opened
the preparatory fires on known enemy positiens on the no:th bank
of the river and thronghout the valley. Ths preparafory fires
lagted for.ss minates, At 0155 smoke shells wers mixed with
H,Bs to sereen the crossing areas; | |
A few minutes after midnight the sssanlt battalions began
‘to move from thelr forward assembly positions. The men,
" carrying and dragging the rubﬁer rafts, improvised equipment
epd their own Wespons,had rough going across the muddy plowed
flelds, Before the artillery fire lifted, hoth-the lat and
2nd Battaslions had set up 8 machine gnn.section t0 cover the
erossing at eaeh“point. In the 2nd Battalion ares the ropes
were installed without too much diffidnlty ahder cover of the
fire from the ma&chine gun sestion, As soon ag the ropes wWere
in position, the first rifle platoon started weding across ths
swollen river. (£8)
| In the lat Battaiian area oonslderable difficnlty was
Aat'enae experienced in getting the guide ropes secured, The
banks on the far side were quite soft from the recent raine
and the trees which were nsed to anchor the ropes,pulled out

before t%g first mer were ascroas, One rope was finally put

(28) Statement, Lt. Col. Duvall C, O, 2nd Bnm,
19,
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into plece that held, snd the first rifle platoon started across.(2§)

The formation of both the 1lst and 2nd Battalions was column.
of companies. The formation of the companies was column of |
platoons with the leading platoon followed by the weapons platoon.
 This compeny formstion of all of the battalions was prescribed
by the regimental commander. The formatién of the rifle compenies
wWAS deaigned'to insure the early arrivsal of the antomsatic weapons
on the far side to protect the crossing of the elements to
~ follow, {320)

The actual crossing of the £nd Battalion was completed =2a
plamed, A lot of credit for the smooth crossing 0of the End.
Battelion must go to the maching gunners of the H Company sec-
tion. Thie machine gun section, which had set up on the near
bank of the river just before the artillery preparation lifted,
emplaced their guns in the cpen & few ysrds back of the bank
and directly opposing the enemy guns in the emplacements across
the river. By slmost continuons firing this gun section was
able to cover the srossing of the agsault elamsﬁts end hold down
the fire of the enemy guns. (31}

Dirsctly scross the river a company assembly ares had
been designafed. The plan of the battalion commander had been
for sach company to complete its reorganization in this sssembly
ares and then complete its mission. After reorgsnizstion F
compeny, the lead compeany in the créssing, was to sdvance to the
left along the loop of the river, then cross the flat country
end take the left helf of the objective. G comvany which

(29) A2, p, 28; (30 Statement, Capt. Petruzel, C,0. K Company
Febe 1947; (31) Statement, ILt. Col, Duvall, C.0. 2nd Bn,Feb, 1947,
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oressed behind F company was to reorganize, then sdvansce on

the right of P company and secure the right haif of the objeots

ive. B company was to oross bohind the two sssault companies

and advanece 1n the center of, end behind, the twe lesd companles,
“ Battalion headquerters and H Gempany, less the machine

gun sectien attached to F and G companles, were to fellow in

eolumn, (38)

When the Battalion Commander errived in the company
asmembly erea, he found that P company was having difficulty on
the left flenk. He ordersed ones platoon of F company to elear
o&t the draw in that seotor and the remsinder of the company fo
bypass any resistance andi get on to the objective. G cempany‘_
was then moving fairly rapidly soross the flat ground to the
north. To proteot the right flank, the Battalien Commander
ordered one platoon of B compsny to move to the right and
pratqct the right flank of the movement. EKeeping the missiom -
of gaining the high ground in mind, the battalion commander
pushed on with the three rifle compenies toward Mount Majule
end by 0600 hours the major part of the rifle companiss snd the
battalion commander's O. P, group was on the objestive. (33)

- & few hundred ysrds short of the highway, however, the -
battalion sxecntive officer with HY company, psrts of H ////;////
company and the artillery liaisen offiger's group had fai led
to mainta;n‘euntaat with the rear elements of B company.

Enemy strongpoints which had be?n byp&esed by the leaaipg
e lements of fbe battalicn opened fire on this grompfs;;:¥xé it

(32) Statement, Lt. Col, Duvall, C. O, 2nd Bn, Feb, 1947:
(83) Statement, Lt. Col. Davall, Cy O¢ 2nd Bm: Feb. 1947,
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to bscome disorganized. 4 large part of thias group was pimned
down in place until leading elements of the 3rd Battalion were
able to destroy the strongpoints by ssmwsult, (34) ssgressive
lestorship and thereagh BrivMsg el weell.aadt loaders and
individuals paid off et this point. A4All 4T the s#all anits that

were dala:od or digerganised, finally esither deastreyed or bpe .
Paseed the onemy strongpoints and resshed the objestive by
esrly afternaen;
The last anit of the 2nd Bastftalion to cross the river and
make its way to the objective was the B8lmm mortar platunn. 4(55)
As a matter of interest this platoon, as were all of the

- other 8lmm mortsr platoens in tha regiment, wes operating with

oaly fwo of its aix martars.\‘The platoon ecarried 30 rounds Qf
ammunition per mortar. It was common practice,at this time, for
the mortar platoons to take only two of their mortars while
going by handes Two mortars could easily handle all of.thé ammunie
tion that the remsining persemnel of the platoon conld earrys,
It was believed thet two mortars with emmunition were far better
than six mortars witheut,

The lst Battalion in the meantime was having heavy going,
It had also ercssed in column of aompanies with the aompaniés in
eolumn of platoons, Thie aetually aﬁeuntod to crossing in
column of ones, pushing scross in the face of heavy automatie
fire. The machine gum section which hsd aet up at this'éronaing

point had been unable to hold down the ameunt of fire that came

from numerous positions along the far bank and houses on the

(34) Btatement, Major Elterich Bx, O. 2nd Ban,.8 Bcea 1943,
(25) atatemant Lt. Levy, Bx, O, H Co., & Decs 1943,
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north side of the river, The only feature that allowed the
ﬁattalioﬁ to cross st thia point was the fmet that the far bank
. wes considerably higher thén the near one, Snumy machine gunsa
away from the north.hank éould not be depresmed encugh to hit
the troops szlong the waters edge. (36)

This battalion was the only one thst bronght ite rafts
and pontoons down.to the river. The other two battalions,
having 8 much longer distence to merch from the forward assembly
areas to the crossing points, had abandoned them wher it bacame
apparoht that the tfuopa were becoming exhansted with the heavy
loads long befors the distanse haed been traversed, -

-When the eonemy weapbns resisated all efforts to destroy
them, the sssanlt companies begen te jam up on the far shore

and & great deal of econfusion and congestion resulted, In

addition, about half of the rafts and pontoons were capsigzed or

swamped in the swift current. Bvery compeny in the battalion
lost part of its antomatio weapons 1n'the river when thig happenw
ed. PFinding it impossible to go up over the far bank, the
battalion moved under cover of the far bank up into the loop of
the river.,” At the entrance of the stresm coming into the Volturne
sm&ll anits were able to get up into the flats and deploy eout

into the fielda, |

By reorganizing and clesring ont the area nsxt to the‘rivar

benk the battalion was able to secure & bridgehesd and a portion

of the highway. On this portion of the highway a roadblock wes

set up,

(36) Statement, Lt. Wyeth, C. 0., C Co., 3 Decs 1943,
- 83, - , o




At Aaybreak the battalion was still crossing and it was
at thie time that & major portion of the uni€s casnalties
occcured, dune t0 the improved enemy observation for artillery
and morters. (37) |

After settihg‘np the roadblock end securing the croseing
point, the battalion began its reerganization and begen to
gtrengthen its péaition. Before fheﬂrearganization was
completed at approximsately 1200 hours two enemy tanks pulled.
up behind two houses on the left of the battalion sector and
began to fire into the ares, Before they could do much damage,
the two tanks were fired om by artillery and the TDs from
soross the river, _

As soon 28 the lst Battalion had cleared its forward
aaaeﬁbly area, the Brd Battelion started for the river, This
battalion, which had the longest distance to march, also .
eXperienced considerable difficulty 1n crossing the'oyen ground,
becense of the softness of the fields and the heavy loads that
the men were ocarrying. About the time that‘forward elements
of the battalion resched the stresm which comes down from the
eastern slopes of Mount lLeunesio, the_troops came under machine
gan and mortar fire from the far side of the river., This fire
conpled with the héavy going in the soft ground cansed the
abandonment of the rubber bosts and rafts that the battalion

was ocarryings. OGnides from the AT eompany and the white engineer

tape wem encountered st this point. .\\‘Proceeding down to the

(37) Statement, Lt, Wyeth €. 0. C Co. 3 Dec., 1943,
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river under fire, the battelion arrived Just as the last elemenis
of the 2nd Battalion less one section of machine guns and the )
81lmm mortar platoon, were completing the erossing, (38)

Only one guide rope was in plsce when the 3rd Battelion
bogan ite crossiﬁg. Many ehemy strong polnts had been bypassed

by the 2nd Bsttalion and these positions caused seversl casnslties
and éeldyaﬁ the urderiy erossing. By dawn the last elements of
the battalion had erossed and the uﬁit prepsred to push on to the
objeotive. 4 battalion mesembly ares had been designeted sround
the same area that had been nsed Ey the Bnd Battalion for its
oompany astembly sreas., While reorganizing inm this sssembly
ares, daylight brought 1ndraaséd gacuracy of enemy machine gun
and mortsr fire on the unit. (39)

The originel plan of the battalion was to advance from
this agsembly sres with I and X companies abresst, L, M and HQ
in column to the rear, Due to the intense fire coming from the
byrassed German positions it was spparent that the battalion
would have to sttack if it was to follow the 2nd Battalion, This
woald have resulted in the fires béing directed toward the rear
of the 2n4 Battalion. Also, ag the 3rd Battelion was the reserve
batialion, becoming commitied iitheut anthority counld have caused
serious results in the attack plan of the regiment. At thie
point the hattalion commander ordered.the battalion to swing left
~and sdvance in column of companies, clearing the river bank until
the stiream at the end of the loop had been reached, Then it wss

t0 torn north and continune toward the objective under all terrain

ggg; itgtament. Capt. Petruzel, Cy O, X Co., Feb., 1947,
- * p. 31.
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cover possible. If any enemy strongpoints woere encountered

they were to be destroyed, while the meln body of the battelion
continned to advance. Two enemy positions ﬁere knocked out
within fifty yerds of the ﬁasembly ares, The battsllion contiﬁna&
up the bank of the river to the end of the loop where they -
encountered the F company platoon whish hed been left by the

2nd Battsalion to elegr ar that sector. K company, which was the
lead compeny of the 3rd Battalion, assisted this F cempany
platoon in clearing cut the ares and then prooceeded north toward
the highway, Several Germén poaitions. were destroyed and others,
realizing their he;pless poéition, surrendered. (40)M

By the time the battalion resched the highway it had
encountered the portion of the 2nd Bsttalion which hsd been
delayed. This group was assisted in extricsting itself from the
enemy oprosition, at which time an enemy truck was destroy@d ard
several prisoners taken, (41)

FProm the highway to the north the reeﬁlts of the preparstory
fires could be seen. Damege wae considerable snd numercus enemt
wounded were found im and sround poeitions which they had manned.
Leaving & few ald men to take care of these wounded Germans, the
battalion moved toward its objective. By the time the ffrward
elements of the 3rd Battalion had resched the forwardf%? the
mountaln, they were in eontact with P company which wss the léft
company of the 2nd Battalion, o |

At sbout 1100 hours six tanks, without infantry support,

epproached from the direction of the Formicels rosd arnd opened

(40) Statement, Capt. Petruzel, C.0. K Co,, Feb, 1947,
{41) 8tatement, Lt, Nofml, Plet. Leasder, F. Co,
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fire on the positions of K and F compsnies. 7The 2nd Battslilon
.cnmmana gronp,'several hundred yards away, could obsar#a these
tanks but 4id not have eommunicetion by either rsdioc or wire to
thg Te&ar, (42) The artillery lisison gfonp was 8till with the
delayed portion of the baftalien.‘

F company hsad lost all of its rocket lasunchers and X
company had oniy one leauncher available. Three of the tanks
moved up to within 50 yaras-of the positions and poured maéhine
gun &nd direct cannon fire into the areas, The lead tank was
knockeﬂ out by the X company bazooka team before the team itmelf
wag destroyed, but the remaining tanks continued te fire into the
two aompaﬁies. Befors artillery fire coulid be brought down onto
the tanks by the 3rd Battalion aftillery lisison officer, the two
xcoﬁpanies hed suffered heavy casualties, K company in partiénlar.
(43) 4s aoon as artillery fire was brought to bear on the tenks
they withdraw to the northwest. After the tenk sttack had deasmed,
the 23rd Bnttalion resnmed its advance and by 1400 hours had begun
to organize its positién on the left slepes of Hount Msjulo.

The tanks and TD2 were ready to cross at dsylight over the
ford which had been located in the lst Battalion srea. To enable

them to cross it was necessary that the banke on the near side be
broken down. A bulldozer, A company l0th Engineer Bettalion, was
essipgned to this joh.'but was unable to accomplish it becanse

intense mschine gun and mortar fire drove it away from the river,
The bank was finally broken down by hend sbout 1000 hours by men
asing pioks and shovels. By 1300 hours, most of the TDe snd all

(42) 3tatement, Lt, Col. Duvall, Feb., 1947¢
(43) Statement, Capt. Petruzel, C, 0. K Co., Feb, 194Y,
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of the tenks were scross the river and operating., (44)

About 1500 hours the regimental commsnd post of the 7th
Infentry started displacing éeruss the river into the lst
Battalion area., Before dark the command post again displaéed
to the lower slopes of Mount Majulo near the 2nd Battalion,

While the 2nd end 3rd Battélions had been meking their
way across the valley, the 15th Infantfy on the right had
taken the two smell hills on‘ﬁhe valley floor. On the laft
flank the 30th Infantry had made two attempts to cross the
river, but had been unsuccessful, Soon afterldark on the evene
ing of October 13th, the 20th Infantry crossed over the river
in the sector of the 7th Infaﬁtry end took their assigned
objsctive on the left flenk of the division, (45)

Early the next morning f14 October), the lst Battalien
moved on to its original objective. By 0900 hours on the 1l4th

of October all of the elements of the 7th Infantry, with the

exocaption of the field train and the AT company, were across the

/ .
Volturno and occupying thé\assigneﬂ objectives. Reorganization

was completed in all units during the night end by the morning

of the L5th of October, the regiment was resdy to advance -to-

ward Tesno. (46) _
During the afternoon of the 13th, the attached company of

the 10th Engineer Battslion had‘oonstracted a light bridee

oapablg of carrying Jeep traffic, This bridge conatructed of

garap m&terialjgathered up around Cagerta served'the purpose vary

(44) Statement, Col, Shermen, C, O, 7th Inf, 8 Dec., 1943,
| (45) A-2, p. 33-35; (46) Personal knowledge, self,
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weli end allowed & major part of the necessary light.vehieleé
to oross the river late in the sfterncon. On the first day of
the croseing the remalnder of the 10th BEngineer Battalion alse:
begen construetion on the division bfidge at the old bridge slte
north of the loops, In spite of many difficulties, 1nclu&1ng
accurste enemy fire, the bridge was ready before midnight.

The 10th Fileld Artillery Battalien begﬁn to displace fore
ward soon after dsrk on the 13th of October; By dswn of the
14th 1t had its guns across the river and ﬁas going into posi-

tion along the south slopes of Mount MajJulos

1711
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ANALYSIS

- Prom & regimental standpoint, this operation wss considered
& success, Colonel Harry B, Shermen (now Brigadier General)
was personally congratulated by Genersl Clark, commanding
Pifth Afmy, on the oroseing of the Voltarmo river by the 7th
Infantry. |

From the battalion's viewpoint, several things can be
brouaght out which would have made the crossing more succesSe
fal,
| 'One of the outstanding factors in this operation that
should be mentionsd is the faect that physical control of the
near bank was not obtained before the crossing. Gentroi of the
near bank would have been possible, bat the plen of the 3rd
Division placed the need for secrecy in this operation above
the sdventeages to be gained by having physical control of the
near bank,

The decision to maintain secreéy instead of zsining control
of the near side of the river may be questionable in this .
operation, &s far as the regziment is concerned, but the final
result is that the division was successful in the crossing,

ﬁany of the ﬂifficulties;oxperienced by the battalions
are directly tracesble to the necessity for msaintaining
secrecy. The greatsst drawbaék was the‘necessity of locating
-th& forward assenbly afeas for the battalions on the forwerd
alobes of Mount Tifata and Mount Leuaié. The distsnce from
assembly area to erdSsing point was approximately two miles
for both the 2@& and 3rd Battalions, The vontoons a&nd rafts

carried by both of these battalions were abandoned in the open

0. BT




fields. If this equipment had not been abandoned, the men wounld
have been so exhausted by the time they reached thé river bank
that their effsctiveness wonld hgve béan bsdly reduced,

The crossing on such & narrow front csn be justified by
the need for prsserving secrecy, and in this case the difficulty
of making détailed reconnaisance of the river for & large number
of oressing points is apparent,

The value of the river channel as 2 barrier was over'rateﬁ.

The dépth of the river was not such as to require the nse of

assault boats and rafts for the sssaunlt troops. The unneceéséry

burdening down of thé assanlt troops with rafts and pontoons

resu;ted in undne fatigne to the men who had to do the fighting,
The effect of minaé at the erossing sites was not as

serio;s ag 1t might have been, In the lst Bsttalion srea =a

large namber of mines were detonsted by the men. Only about half

of those thet exploded sctually caused casualties., This none

casualty effect was cansed by the exploding mines being huried

in the send and mud in euch & manner that the explosien took

place in the ground,

> The 2nd Battalion Commander, on the right of the regimentsl

sector, pushed his battalion moross the vailéy flst lands with
all poseible speed to gain the high ground &t the far end of

the valley. In spite of the difficulties that the Zrd Battalionm
experienced with the bypassed enemy positions left by the 2nd
Battalion, the sction of the 2nd Battalion resulted in &
minimum 0f cssualties in that anit and osused the early withe

drewal of the German forces from the flat groand.



The lst Battalion on the left, dne to its difficulties
in getting mseross the river before daylight, was handicapped
in any efforts it might make to gain the high ground of itas
ﬁortion of the objective., This unit was forced to reorganize
in & small ares on the far side of the river. It took the |
united.efforts of the whole battalion to clear out the valley
land in the immedimte vicinity of the crozsing.

Local tectical surprime was gained as evidenced by several

instances during the crossing, Positions on the right side of

the sector hed been in the act of distributing clothing, shoes
and minor supplies when they were cdaught in the preparétory
fires. Severel prisoners stated that they d4id not expect any
gttack in thst sector‘for sevaeral days.

Very little if any of the prepsratory fire by the division
‘artillery fell in the araé batwean the river and Highway #87,
The effeacts of the preparastion were not evident south of the
highway, wherees the ground north of the highway was thoroughly
covered by the fire. A lafge number of enemy casualties and
congidereble demeged material was found between the highway
and Mount Majulo. If the preparstion had covered the aresa close
to the far side of the river, and had been as effective as it
was further to the rear, & part of the ?th.Infantry’s.aasual-
tles might have been avoided, _

The intelligence reports snslyzing the enemy intentions
in regard to holding the river lins were born out in the light
of the action-of the German forcees both durine and after the

crossing, The river itself was quite strongly defended, bat
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the defonse did not extend in depth to 8 sufficient extant to
geal off & penetration of mors than company strength.

B The expected counterattack in strength 4id pot material~
ize. The abortive counterattmck by the enemy tanksjwas not
gupported by 1nfantry and conld not hope to drive out the
troops put &cross the river by the 7th Infantry., It appesred
that this tank attack wes intended mére to cofer the with-

drawal of an enemy battery of artillery in the valley than it

wag to drive the 2nd and 3rd Battalions back to the river,
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LBSSONS

Some of the lessons to be learned from this operation
are: | | |
le Control of t%ﬁ_ﬁéfr bazok of the river is desirable before
- a cgg;g;zgwlgmattempteﬂ.
2 Ina night attack thorongh briafing of all peracanel down
to the individual 1! necessary if the attacking unit is to gain
its objective in major strength,

3e Aggresaive leadership of small units determine the oatenme

R T IR T 2 N e

of an operation, once the attack is launched,

et T e B T SR

4, Forward assembly aresas to be use& for & river orossing

should be closa eneugh to tha croasing pointa to sllew the

e T

assaulting troops to srrive at their poaitions in good physieal

condition,
S5¢ Assault bosts or rafts are of little or questionable value
or & river with s faat current.

6+ Unlt commandere must not lose sight of their primary
miBE 1‘6!1; B R Lot o
o

7.'mﬁﬁcannaisance 1s & vital part of every river crosaing,

e e RN .

et

8s All efforts possible should be bent to maintain communi-

eation during 2 river crossing. The period immediately after

0 AT e

the crosging is extremely vital when the means tc bring sapporte
ing fires depend on electricsl mesns of communication.

2 Forward observers for the artillery are & vital part of

U et g

the InfantryaArtillery team cnordinatien.

e
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10, River crossings should be made on & broad front.
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11, Secrecy and deeeption as to time and place of the crossing
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i= essential.
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